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A freight management method and system for arranging for shipment of a load, 
offering equipment, selling a product, or providing. a service from a shipper by a 
carrier, based on shipping data and carrier data supplied by the shipper and the 
carrier, respectively, comprising a central processing system (10) , inputting into 
the central processing system (10) a request for bids (18) , which includes requests 
to apply pre-defined rates from the shipper (12) for shipping a load; 
electronically transmitting an invitation to bid (19) for shipping the load from 
the central processing system (10) to a plurality of carriers (13) ; electronically 
receiving bids (20) at the central processing system (10) from at least some of the 
carriers (13) for shipping the load; electronically transmitting to the shipper a 
bid report (21) with bids received from at least some of the carriers (13) 
receiving the invitation to bids ; and electronically receiving from the shipper a 
bid selection (22) and notifying the carrier of acceptance (23) of at least one of 
the bids . 



ABSTRACT : 



Previous Doc 



Next Doc 



Go to Doc# 



http://westbrs:9000/bin/gate.exe?f=doc&state=n2tda6.5 1 . 1 &ESNAME=FRO&p_Message== 



11/8/04 



Record Display Form 



Page 1 of 2 



First Hit Fwd Refs 



Previous Doc 
□ 



Next Doc Go to Doc# 



L6: Entry 1 of 2 File: USPT 

US-PAT-NO: 6064981 

DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER: US 6064981 A 

TITLE: Method for online display and negotiation of cargo rates 
DATE-ISSUED: May 16, 2000 



May 16, 2000 



CITY STATE ZIP CODE 

Dallas TX 75201 

Mahopac NY 10541-2909 



COUNTRY 



INVENTOR- INFORMATION : 
NAME 

Barni; Neil A. 
Miller; Daniel M. 

APPL-NO: 09/ 335451 [PALM] 
DATE FILED: June 17, 1999 

INT-CL: [07] G06 F 17/30 

US-CL-ISSUED: 705/26; 705/26, 705/400, 705/401, 705/402, 705/408, 705/409, 705/407 
US-CL -CURRENT: 705 /26; 705 / 400 , 705 / 401 , 705 / 402 , 705 / 407 , 705 / 408 , 705 / 409 

FIELD-OF-SEARCH: 705/26, 705/400, 705/401', 705/402, 705/408, 705/409, 705/407 . 
PRIOR-ART-DISCLOSED : 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



iML II ©tan? 





PAT -NO 


ISSUE -DATE 


PATENTEE -NAME 




US-CL 


n 


4713761 


December 1987 


Sharpe et al . 




364/406 


□ 


5072397 


December 1991 


Barns-Slavin et 


al. 


364/464 


□ 


5117364 


May 1992 


Barns-Slavin et 


al. 


364/464 


□ 


5629982 


May 1997 


Micali 




380/30 


n 


5666420 


September 1997 


Micali 




380/30 


n 


5794207 


August 1998 


Walker et al . 




705/23 


D 


5794219 


August 1998 


Brown 




705/37 


□ 


5812670 


September 1998 


Micali 




380/25 


n 


5826244 


October 1998 


Huberman 




705/37 


D 


5835896 


November 1998 


Fisher et al . 




705/37 


n 


5845266 


December 1998 


Lupien et al . 




705/37 



http://westbrs:9000/bin/gate.exe?f^doc&state^ 11/8/04 



Record Display Form 



Page 2 of 2 



D 


5850442 


December 1998 


Muf tic 


380/21 


□ 


5890138 


March 1999 


Godin et al . 


705/26 


□ 


5897620 


April 1999 


Walker et al. 


705/5 


□ 


5905975 


May 1999 


Ausubel 


705/37 


□ 


5966699 


October 1999 


Zandi 


705/38 



ART-UNIT: 271 

PRIMARY -EXAMINER: Tkacs; Stephen R. 
ASSISTANT -EXAMINER : Groutt; Phillip 
ATT Y- AGENT -FIRM: Judsonf David H. 

ABSTRACT : 

Freight forwarders and carriers post published rate and discount information for 
land, sea and air bearing cargo vessels to allow customers the opportunity to 
evaluate competitive prices, preferably in one consolidated location (e.g., a web 
site) . A customer navigates to the site to obtain published or discounted rate 
information offered by a freight forwarder or carrier. The customer may accept a 
posted rate, in which case the site operator notifies the freight forwarder or 
carrier. Alternatively, customers, freight forwarders and carriers may negotiate 
rates for particular lanes of interest using an online interactive auction block. 
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